Pelvic ring injuries.
Many problems may complicate the treatment of pelvic fractures. Thorough evaluation of the whole patient, all local structures, and the skeletal injury itself is essential. Continued bleeding due to unstable pelvic ring injuries is most effectively controlled by prompt anterior external fixation. Posterior shearing injuries are poorly stabilized by external fixation, and require additional treatment. Especially when significant deformity exists, or when the posterior injury is primarily ligamentous, open reduction and internal fixation are likely to be beneficial.